









toot by 



• mmv '■■■ ft ■ 



r^rY^n 



A nation 
in mourning: 

New York commuters on 
a Friday-evening train 
to Stamford, Connecticut, 
November 22, 1963. 



KENNEDY 



ast month in Washington, five 
carefully selected citizens began 
a mammoth task. Three histori- 
ans and an archivist, led by the 
chief deputy attorney general 
of Minnesota, John Tunheim, must de- 
cide which government records on the 
assassination of President Kennedy may 
still be kept secret. They are the mem- 
bers of the Assassination Records Re- 
view Board, appointed by President Clin- 
ton and confirmed by the Senate under 
a special law passed in 1992. 

It is a prestigious lineup: Anna Nel- 
son of the American University, Kermit 
Hall of Ohio State, Henry Graff of Co- 
lumbia, and William Joyce, a senior li- 
brarian at Princeton. The executive di- 
rector is David Marwell, formerly head 
of research for the Justice Department 
unit investigating Nazi war criminals 
in the U.S. 

Here we go again, 31 years after Dal- 
las, and 30 since the Warren Commis- 
sion told us Lee Harvey Oswald did it 
on his own. An attorney named Mark 
Lane fanned the flames of controversy 
with his 1966 book, Rush to Judgment. 
In 1967 the case was muddied by the 
follies of New Orleans district attorney 
Jim Garrison, who claimed to have un- 
covered a plot hatched by “the military 
and intelligence power elite.” Twelve 
years later, reporting to Congress after a 
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come to share the resentment toward 
the Kennedys. Several had been down- 
right insubordinate. 

There had been Gerry Droller, the 
C.I.A. director of operations at the Bay 
of Pigs, inciting exile leaders to pretend 
to imprison him and his colleagues and 
then “go ahead with the program” if the 
administration tried to block the inva- 
sion. There had been William Harvey, 
the gun-toting operations coordinator, 
once introduced to President Kennedy 
as a real-life 007. He was infuriated by 
Robert Kennedy’s attempts to micro- 
manage the secret war from Washington. 
Harvey referred to the attorney general 
as “that fucker,” and to the Kennedy 
brothers as “fags.” 

Things came to a head during the 
most perilous moment of the missile cri- 
sis, when Bobby learned Harvey had 
sent several commando teams into Cuba. 
Harvey was removed from his Cuba job 
soon after, then sidelined to a posting in 
Rome. Congressional investigators have 
reeled off a string of possible reasons to 
suspect Harvey in the Kennedy assassi- 
nation: He hated the Kennedys. He cre- 
ated the C.I.A.’s contingency plan for as- 
sassination. He selected criminals quali- 
fied for such work, and paid them out of 
C.I.A. funds. In the course of plotting 
to murder Castro, he had become close 
to the mobster Johnny Roselli, who in 
turn ran with Santo Trafficante, a pri- 
mary suspect. 

A torrent of prejudicial information 
about Oswald started to flow within 
hours of the assassination. Its purpose 
was to link Castro’s Cuba with the al- 
leged assassin, and it seems to track back 
time and again to. U.S. intelligence or 
the exiles. Shortly after the wire services 
identified Oswald as the suspect, a Flori- 
da reporter named Hal Hendrix offered 
colleagues a detailed brief on Oswald the 
pro-Castro leftist. He said recently he 
did not recall doing so, but a reporter’s 
contemporaneous notes indicate that he 
did. Hendrix, known to his colleagues as 
“the Spook,” worked closely with the 
C.I.A. station in Miami. 

Around the same time, in New Or- 
leans, a Cuban exile named Alberto 
Fowler reportedly phoned Washington 
with similar details. He asked that NBC 
be advised that Oswald had been filmed 
passing out pro-Castro leaflets. Fowler 
would shortly join the board of a right- 
wing propaganda outfit called INCA, the 
Information Council of the Americas. 
INCA’s director, Edward Butler, had that 
summer debated Oswald on the radio, 
drawing attention to his Communist 
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leanings. “Butler,” says a 1970 C.I.A. 
document, “has always welcomed an op- 
portunity to assist the C.I.A.” INCA’s 
chairman, Alton Ochsner, funded a 
newsletter edited by a longtime C.I.A. 
operative, William Gaudet. Gaudet’s 
name appears next to Oswald’s on the 
list of permit numbers relating to his 
trip to Mexico. 

According to the late Clare Boothe 
Luce, wife of the founder of Time mag- 
azine and an ardent supporter of the 
exile cause, she too received a call 
late on the 22nd. It was one of her 
“Cuban boys,” ringing with more back- 
ground on Oswald, “the hired gun of a 
Cuban Communist assassination team.” 
The caller referred to Oswald’s recent 
travel to Mexico— a fact that did not 
become public knowledge until 48 
hours later, but that was already known 
to U.S. intelligence. Was this merely 




exploitation after the fact? Perhaps not. 

A prominent anti-Castro propagan- 
dist in Mexico, Eduardo Borrell, spread 
word that Oswald, during his visit to 
Mexico City, had had a lengthy pri- 
vate meeting with the Cuban ambas- 
sador. Borrell told us last year that his 
main source for the lead, an exile with 
links to U.S. intelligence, gave him the 
information several weeks before the 
assassination. 

A number of these yarns had a com- 
mon thread, that Oswald had boasted he 
was a marksman with a yen to shoot ei- 
ther Castro or Kennedy. That allegation 
had first been seeded in Dallas, on the 
eve of the Mexico trip, when two Latins 
and an American paid an impromptu 
visit to the apartment of a young exile 
named Silvia Odio. Two months later, 
when Odio and her sister saw the televi- 
sion pictures of Oswald, they at once 
recognized him as the American in the 
group. Odio says she has never forgo t- 
■ ten the phone call she received after the 



visit from one of the two Latins. He had 
told her, with heavy emphasis, that 
“Leon Oswald” was an ex-Marine, an 
expert marksman who said President 
Kennedy should be shot. 

It looked then, Odio says, as though £ 
the incident was part of “some kinder 
of scheme or plot.” Her story troubled - 
the Warren Commission chief counsel - 
enough for him to press the F.B.I. to - 
prove or disprove her veracity. J. Edgar. 
Hoover obliged, just three days before 
the report was delivered to the White ? 
House, saying his agents had found a 
man who admitted to having visited : 
Odio, along with two companions, one*T 
of whom resembled Oswald, at the rele- " 
vant time. 

On that basis, the Warren Report in- 
cluded a last-minute note implying that 
the Odio episode was a case of mistaken 
identity. Yet the F.B.I. at first withheld 
from the Commission the fact that, 
faced with denials by his companions 
that they had ever met Silvia Odio, the 
convenient witness had recanted his sto- 
ry. And after the F.B.I. had belatedly 
come clean— when the Warren Report 
had gone to press— the Commission in 
turn failed to publish the information 

in its volumes of evidence. Years later, 

the House Assassinations Committee 
would describe the problem witness’s 
story as having been “an admitted fabri- 
cation.” A closer look at that witness 
takes us down a disquieting trail. 

He was Loran Hall, alias Lorenzo 
Pascillo, a 33-year-old former army 
sergeant who had reportedly been 
trained in counterintelligence. In 1959, 
Hall had gone to Havana to work in the 
casino of the Capri Hotel, controlled by 
Mafia boss Trafficante. According to 
Hall, he shared a Quonset hut with 
Trafficante when they were confined in 
a Castro detention camp. Notes of 
Hall’s interviews with congressional in- 
vestigators, released last year, indicate 
that the C.I.A. contacted him the day af- 
ter his release and repatriation. A C.I.A. 
document says Hall was of interest only 
“for debriefing.” In 1989, however, his 
son said in court testimony that his fa- 
ther remained a C.I.A. operative for 
many years. 

In 1963, Hall was embroiled in the se- 
cret war against Fidel Castro, training 
commandos and running guns. He has 
said he encountered Santo Trafficante 
.again, at a meeting in Miami that spring, 
and was asked to take part in one of the 
C.I.A.-Mafia operations against Castro. 
While the true purpose of the mission re- 
mains in doubt, the record shows that it 
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